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POLLUTION FROM SHIPS, 1973 

Report of the Working Group 

The. Working. Group consisting of. delegatio11s of Ca.na.da, the A:L-ab Republio 

~f Egypt, Norway, the Unit~d Kingdom, the United States and the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics, under the Chairmanship of Dr, M. Wa.ldichuk {Canada), 

reviewed Appendix III of Annex II in the light of the discussion of the 

Committee to establish a en tl\.,ury D for Appendix II. 

The Group agreed on the following toxt for a paragraph (l)(d) of 

Rogule.cion 3 of Annex II: 

"(d) Category D - Noxious liquid substances which if released into the 

sea from tank cleaning and doballasting operations would present 

a n,3gl.igible hazard to either marine resources or human health or 

cause minimal harm to amenities or other legitimate usos of tha 

sea. a.nd therefore require limitgd operational oonditions," 

The Group further agrood that all substancos listod in Appcntlix III, as 

amended by tho Group (MP/CONF/WP,6/Add.l) shall fall und~r Catugory D of 

Appendix II except for tho following susbstancos w},ich should remain in 

Appondix III: 



Calcium hydroxiae 
(solution) 

iso-Dccyl alcohol 

n-JJecyl alcohol 

Dibutyl other 

n-Hoptan0 

Hoptene (mixed isomers) 

n-Hexane 

Sulphur liquid 

Mcthyla.myl acetate 

Tridecanol 

Water 

The Group further a0rcod on tho followinc text for Ilcc.,-ulation 5(4): 

11Tho discharge into tho sea of substances Hstecl as Category D, as 

dofined in Re6ulation 3(1)(d) of this Annex shall be prohibited, 

However, bilge or ballast watur, or othor residues or mixtures 

containincr those substo.nces may be discha.rg0d into tho sea provided 

that such mixtures have boon dilutod by 1 part of tho substanco to 

10 pa1·ts washwator and. discharied o.s far as practicable from land whilu 

tho ship is undor wo.,y, 11 

Subscq1.1.ontly, uxistinc paragraphs (4), ( 5) and ( 6) will ho.ve to be 

ronumborod a.ccordingJ.y, 

The Group furthur agrQocl that in Ro{'.,ulation 2(1) in the second lino 

after "bulk" -!;ho fellowing- words should bu included: 

ll'i:;xcopt for Category D substancus 11 • 

'lbc Group agreed on a new Rcg1.1lat1on 4: 

(1) Thu substances listed in App(mdix III to this Annr:..x have bo,:m evaluate-cl 

r.ind found falling outside tho Cafogoriea A, D, C at1d D, as dofinod in 

H.ogula.tion 3(1) of this Annex boca.uso thoy, whon rcluasud into the sea from 

ta.nk washinc; or dubnllnstinc operations, arc: pr..::suntly considorod to present 

no harm to human hoo.lth or marine, ronourcos or arnoni tiou or other lcgi tirnato 

USQS cf the soa. 

• 



f 

(2) The discharge of bilgo or bnllast water er othur residues or mixturos 

containing substances referred to 1.n para.graph (1) abovo shall not be subject 

to any roquiroL1ents of this Annex." 

The Group agreed on a now para.graph (1) of B.ugulation 2: 

"For ~atogory D substances of Appendix II Regulations 10 nnd 11 shall 

not a.pply11 • 

Existing paragraphs (1) and (2) will have to be ronumbwrod accordingly. 

Tho Group agreed on the following guidelines for categorization of 

Category D substances for Appendix Ii 

"Ca. teeyr.1 D 

Substances - Practically non-toxic to aquatic life, as expressed by n TLm 

greater than 100 but not grea.tor than 1000 ppm; with a. .hlgh 

bioohemical oxygen domand (BOD); causing deposits blanketing 

tho s~a.floor; practically non-hazn.~dous to human health, with 

an LD50 of more than 500 but not grea tor than 5000 mg/kg; and 

with slight.to moderate reduction of lllllcnitios bcoouso of 

porsistenoy, smell or poisonous or irritant chara.ctarietics, 

possibly interfering with use of boaches. 11 


